The urban and rural distribution of dentists, 2000.
The authors examine urban and rural variation in the number of dentists in relation to the U.S. population. They focus on the number and distribution of dentists who practice in rural counties. The authors divided U.S. counties into categories based on nine rural-urban continuum codes. They based county-level estimates of population on the 2000 census. They based county-level estimates of dentists on the Distribution of Dentists in the U.S. by Region and State, 2000--a report resulting from the annual census of dentists conducted by the American Dental Association. Although dentists were found to be more concentrated in urban areas, 84.7 percentage of the population living in the most rural counties lived in a county with one or more private practice dentists. Private practice dentists are distributed widely across rural areas and are available to a large proportion of the population living in these areas. A combination of population and per capita income largely determine the viability of a private dental practice located in a rural area. In areas in which this combination is insufficient, publicly funded or philanthropic programs will be necessary to ensure access to dental services.